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  Abstract


In the past few years, HIV and AIDS has largely been ignored in domestic media and many Americans have forgotten the importance of getting tested and protecting themselves from this devastating viral chronic disease. From a look at epidemiologic data at the National, State and County levels, it can be seen that Blacks are disproportionately affected by HIV and need to be targeted in new ways. A new program developed between the Suwannee River Area Health Education Center and the Alachua County Health Department is now employing HIV-positive persons with a history of advocacy for HIV-positive people and stigma reduction as Community Health Workers (CHW) and lay experts on issues of HIV/AIDS. 


In order to prevent new HIV infections among Black & African American populations in Alachua County, Positive Connections conducted a variety of activities. These activities include Speaker Testimonials where CHWs would explain to audiences how HIV changed their lives, Education sessions where CHWs inform groups how to protect themselves, Outreach activities where CHWs disseminate HIV information and education materials in public places and Voluntary Counseling and Testing (VCT) for activity participants. Our objective for at least 40% of VCT participants to be of the Black communities was met and exceeded at 98% and our objective of Blacks comprising 50% of our other activities was also surpassed at 62%. All of our CHWs, having originated as members of PEP Club (Positives Empowering Positives), have the tools in which to advocate HIV awareness and prevention to their communities but are still in need of structural resources to improve and continue their efforts to reduce Alachua County’s large HIV burden. With continued funding, Positive Connections could become an institution in Alachua County and its Black communities.

